A tew Pojitions of the Sincere Belief and Chriſtan Dodrine. 


of: the People of God called Quakers ( to obviate Miſ- 


repreſentations and Calummies abour the ſame. ) 


*.T. E, the ſaid People, are bound in Conſcience and 


 Feſws, only and humbly to Adore and Worſhip 
the only True and Living God, Creator of Hea- 


\ nat to Adore or Worſhip any Mortal Man, or 
Creature, or any other God whatſoever. 


+I. To believe and confeſs the Holy Divine Three ( or Scripture Trinity ) | 


: "that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word ( or Sor ) and Holy Spirit, 
- and that theſe Three are Eſſentially One in the Divine Being and Subſtance, 
-One God, Bleſſed for Ever. | : 
III. We.are livingly Taught and Led by the Light and Spirit of Chriſt Fe- 
-ſus, the Living Word in our Hearts ( Ind that according to Holy Scripture ) 
to Believe, Own, and Confels the Incarnation of Feſws Chriſt, that is, his. Re- 
al Coming in the Fleſh without us; even the ſame Feſws of Nazareth, that 
- was Conceived in the Virgin Mary, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt over- 
ſhadowing her, and Born of her in Bethlehem of Fudea, Mar. 2. 1. and that 
he was Crucified, and put to Death, as concerning the Fleſh, without the 
Gates of Feruſalem ; and we highly do Value and Efteem his Sufferings, 
Death, Precious Blood, and whole Sacrifice for Sinnersz together with his 
 ReſurreRion and Aſcenſion into Heaven and Glory ; and that he only was 
and is the Promiſed Meſſiah, the very Chriſt, the Only Begotten Son of the Li- 
-ving God : And as for his Divinity, That he 3s the true Light, Life, Pow- 


- ttimony. 
IV. The Divinity and Humanity ( i. e. Manhood ) of Chriſt Teſus, that as he 
45 True God, and he is moſt Glorious Man, our Mediator and Advocare, we 


nies and Writings. 


Chriſt Feſus, is the Duty of all true Believers and Chriſtians proteſling him, 

for whatſoever they ſtand in need. of, eſpecially with reſpect to the Peace 

and Happineſs of their Immortal Souls z fs all who are truly humbled un- 

- der 2 Senſe of their Si»:, in order-to true Repentance and Converſton, ought 

+ to crave Forgiveneſs in the Name, and for rhe Sake of Chrift Feſus, which 

bath been our PraCtice, both Publick and Private, and God in Mercy hath 

; accordingly an{wered us, who by his Grace in our Hearts, hath led many, 

- both ro-:confeſs and forſake Sin, that- they might find -Mercy in Chriſt 
- Feſas, 7 | 

VI. Though we-are bound in Conſcience truly to Eſteem and Magnikie the 

- Divine Light, the Ingrafted Word, the Spirit and Power of Chriſf in Us, as ſufh- 

cient and able actually to fave and deliver the Soul from Sin, Death, and 

Condemnation ; and thereby we Confels the Mon Chrift Feſus, with reſpe&t 

' toy his intire Exiſtence or Being, as without Us, as well as we do own him Spi- 

| ritually vichin Us ; knowing that this Light, Life, and Spirit of Chrift Feſas, 

'Teſtihe ofbim, and certainly Guide the truly Obedient and Sincere Believers, 

| in his Name and Power Inwardly, Livingly, and Expermentally, to partake of 

-the Real Benefits, Fruits, and Bleſſed Ends of his e#:ward Suffering, Sacrifice 

.and Death for Mankind, to wit, their Repentance, Converſion from Sin, Ef- 

.fe&aal Reconciliation unto God, Eternal Salvation, and Compleat Rederypri- 


--4-his Mediation and Sufferings. No: il 
4K V!!. Our Really Believing and Confeſling the Lord Feſas Chrif, his Paſſion, 
WSuffcrings, Death, Atonement, and Reconciliation made for Us, and- his Re- 
Miuvcredtion, Aſcenſion, and Glorification ( as withour us.) according to Scrip- 
W:ure, cannot be- to Allegorize theſe away, as if only tranſatted within Us ( as 
"E we have been unduly Accuſed for they were really done and tranſa&ted 
*E without.Us, by our Bleſſed Lord Feſws Chrift ; tho' our true Knowledge of the 
2K Power and Effet of his ReſurreEtion, a | 
-Mour being Conformable to his Death, muſt be Experienced within Us, if ever 
ve Live or Reign with Him. | 
VIII. We ſincerely Prefer and Eſteem the Holy Scriptares of the O14 and Ne 
Teftament, contained in that excellent Book, commonly called the Bible ( as 
moſt Eminently Confirmed by Divine Authority, and Faithful Witneſſes) be- 
ore all other Books whatſoever exrant in the World:z and yet our preferring 
the Holy Spirit ( from whence the Scripture came) before the Lerter of the Scri- 
Dture, is not to undervalue the Scripture, for the Spirit muſt needs have'the 
Preference and Preheminence, as being the Author, and Origioal Cauſe, and 
DiRacor of the Holy Scriptures, and Giver of Light and Life 
raly to underſtand them, and to live accordingly. OR 


of - ” 
% 


- IX. As for Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, they are Scripturally conſidered, 


Jy us in theirſeveral Diſpenſarions, both as in'the Figure, andin the Subſtance, 
n the Thee and Antitype, as the Outward or Litteral, were Typical or Figu- 
ative of t 


he Inward and Spiritual we confeſs and own, confiderediin their 


— - 


Duty, by the Holy Spirit, and Light of Chriſt 


ven and Earth, the Sea, and all Creatures, and 


er, and Wiſdom of God, and none other, according to plain Scripture Te- - 


livingly Believe, and have often Sincerely Confeſſed in our Publiek Teſtimo- 


VV. That as ſincere and fervent Prayers-to God, in the Name and'Spirit of 


on, which Chriſt Feſus has obtained for-Us ( 3. e.-for all Mankind) through 


Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, -and 


alſo, whereby _ 


| Being Inſerted as an Appendix to a Book, Entituled, A Sober Expoſtulation with ſome of the Clergy, &c. 


Places, and proper Diſpenſarions ; but the Subſtance is moreExcellent and 
Permanent than the Shadow ; as the inward and Spiritual Grace is more 
Excellent than the outward and Viſible Signs ; and as Chriſt's Spiritual Bap- 
tiſm, Which is the Saving Baptiſm, was.Typified by Fohn's. And to Fat and 
Drink, or Sup with Chriſt in his Kingdom, of that Spiritual Meat and Drink 
which-he gives for Life to the Soul, was Typified or Figured forth by his 
Outward Supper of the Paſſover, Bread and Cup; for the Outward Element 
of Water cannot waſh away Sin from the Soul, neither can the Outward 
Bread or Cup, give Life or Nouriſhment to the Soul. 

- The Shadows flee away, but the Sun and Subſtance remain. 


X. We ſincerely Believe, and have often Confeſſed the Immortality of the 
Soul of Man, that was Created in God's Image, and the Doftrine of the Re- 
ſurreion of the Dead, according as laid down in Holy Scripture, r Cor. 15th 
Chapter z and of Eternal Judgment by Feſws Chrif, as being Judge of the Li- 
ving, and ofthe Dead,-in the Great and Laſt Day of Judgment, at the Great 
Harveſt, which is the End of the World, God having appointed a Day 
whereinhe will Raiſe the Dead, both the Juſt and Unjuſt, and alſo Judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by that ( Heavenly and moſt Glorious ) Man Chri/? 
'Zeſus whom he hath ordained, A&s 17. 31. before whoſe Tribunal Sear all 
mult appear, to Receive their Final Judgment and Sentence, according to 
their Deeds done in the Body, whether they be Good or Evil. 


XI. That Chri/”s Goſpel Miniſtry muſt be free, without forced Maintenance, 
filthy Lucre, or Covetouſneſs. 


XII. That Magiftracy, or Civil Government, is God's Ordinance ; the 
Good Ends thereof being for.the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and Praite of 
them that do Well. : 


Theſe Things we Sincerely Believe and Own-; and we know no Doctrine 
or Principle ( Preached, Maintained, or Received among, or by Us, ſince 
we were a People ) contrary to theſe before mentioned ; nor do we Own. 
any contrary thereunto. 


Signed in Behalf of the ſaid People, and to Clear my own Innocency in Partics-. 
lar. ; | 
By George Whitehead- 


W- whoſe Names are underwritten ( being in Chriſtian Society with the 
People- commonly called Quakers ) Do in good Conſcience Declare 
and Certifie all Perſons concerned, 

1. That we ſincerely Believe and Confeſs, That Feſws of Nazareth, who 
was born of the Virgin Mary, is the true Meſi4b, the very Chrif, the Son of 
the Living God, to whom all his Prophets gave Witneſs. And we do highly 
value his Death, Sufferings, Works, Offices, and Merits for the Redempri- 
on and Salvation of Mankind, together with his Laws, DoErine and Mi- 
niſtry. | 
2. That this very Chriſt of God, was andis the Lamb of God that takes away 
the Sins of the World, who was ſlain, was dead, and is alive, and lives for 
2 in his divine eternal Glory, Dominion and Power with the Fa- 
ther. | | 

3. That the Holy Scriptures of the Old. and New Teſtament are of divine Au- 
thority, as being given by Inſpiration from God. TN 

4. And that Magiſtracy or Civil Government is God's Ordinance, the good 


ends thereof being for the Puniſhment of. Evil-doers; and Praiſe of them that 


do Well. 
And we know of no other Dofrine or Principle preached, maintained, 


or ever received among, or by Us, -lince we were a Peopie, contrary to theſe 
before mentioned. | 


Digned 7» Behalf of the ſaid People, 


Thomas Lower, | Gilbert Latey, Thomas Barker, 
William Crouch, .| Theodor Eccleſton, | Abraham Fohbnſon, 
William Ingram, | Foſeph Waſſey, Tho. Twinbarrow, 
William Meade, Thomas Cox, | Michael Ruſſel, 
William Macket, | fobn Bowater, Fobn Harwood, 
Philip Ford, | Fohn Vaughton, Fobn Danſon, 
Frances Camfield, | William ca Fobn String, 
TFobn Edge, Edward Brook, - . | Will. Paul, © 
Thomas Hutſon, | William Townſend, | Fra. Etteridge, 
Charles Marſhall, | John Hall, Benj. Bealing. 
Foſiah Ellis, | George Oldner, | 


This laſt Declaration Was ſubjoyned to a Paper, Intituled, The Quakers Vin- 
- dication; and given to the Members of Parliament in the Year 1693. 3 
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